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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to an original application filed 07/08/2003 with a 
priority date of 07/09/2002. 

2. Claims 1-10 are pending in this application. Claims 1-3 are independent claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Brown (hereinafter Brown, "Using Netscape Communicator 4, Special Edition", Que 
Corporation, Copyright 1997) 

In regard to independent Claims 1 (and similarly Claims 2, and 3), Brown 
teaches a form processing device for reading a field data file storing data to be overlaid 
onto a defined field in a form, and overlaying data of the field data file onto a field in the 
form in that the Netscape Communicator Browser can access previously entered and 
stored/cached inputs to the form field named Location (see p. 1 12, Fig. 8.1). The History 
data file/cache contains a list of previous entries (pp. 133-135). 

Brown also teaches a determination means for determining, if the data of the field 
data file is description specifying an external file, whether the description of the data is 
in a URL format in that the Location field has the capability of automatically completing 
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addresses for you. If for some reason the History list contains previous inputs not in a 
proper form for the browser (URL or URL-like syntax such as http:// or ftp:// or even 
www) then the browser will attempt to auto complete the address from the previously 
entered content in the History list/cache. If on the other hand, one enters content 
indicative of a file path (c:, file///, etc.) the Location field assumes the user wants to load 
a file which is resident on the local computer, or a local disk (p. 123). Thus, Brown at the 
very least suggests that determination of whether the data of the field data file is an 
external file and a URL would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention since the auto completion feature of the Location field of the browser 
can determine whether or not the input to the Location field is in fact a URL or, for 
example, a pathname to a local file, allowing the user to obtain content that is located 
on, for example, a network like the internet. 

Brown also teaches overlaying means for downloading the external file from a 
network server in compliance with Internet protocols, and overlaying the data of the 
downloaded external file onto the field in the form if the description is determined to be 
in a URL format by the determination means in that once a proper looking URL has 
been entered via the auto completion feature of the Location field and that value has 
been submitted, that the content associated with the input URL is loaded into the 
browser for display to the user (p. 123). It is noted that this feature is well known in the 
art of browsers and of browsing the web. 

In regard to dependent Claim 4, Brown teaches a storing step of storing the 
external file downloaded based on a predetermined URL from the server, into a local 
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drive in association with the URL in that the Netscape browser caches downloaded 
content associated with URLs to disk and/or memory (p. 127). Netscape offers a 
settings feature to allow the user to manage the caches of the browser. 

Brown does not go into detail about overwriting cached content, as suggested by 
the limitation that the URL does not correspond to any of URLs of the external files 
stored at the storing step. However, whether or not to overwrite, refresh or flush a cache 
is well known in the art and would be considered an obvious feature to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of invention. 

In regard to dependent Claim 5, Though Brown does not go into detail related 
to cache management based on the age of stored content as depicted by the limitation 
that if the time stamp of the external file stored at the storing step is older than the time 
stamp of the external file in the network server specified in the field data file, even if the 
description is determined to be in a URL format at the determination step and the URL 
corresponds to the URL of the external file stored at the storing step, such features 
would have been well known and obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention. In addition, such a feature is suggested by Brown (see p. 127, Fig. 8.15) in 
that cached documents are compared to network documents by some frequency set by 
the user and that at least the user can refresh the cache with a newer version of the 
document in question. 

In regard to dependent Claim 6, Claim 6 reflects the device, method and 
program as depicted in Claims 1-5 and is rejected along the same rationales. 
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In regard to dependent Claim 7, Claim 7 reflects the device, method and 
program as depicted in Claims 4-5 and is rejected along the same rationales. 

In regard to dependent Claims 8-9, Brown teaches the storing step stores the 
downloaded external file in the local drive if it is smaller than a predetermined file 
capacity and the storing step deletes an external file stored in the local drive if the file 
capacity of the downloaded external file is larger than the free space of the local drive 
(p. 127, Fig. 8.15 defines limits to the size of the browser caches). 

In regard to dependent Claim 10, Claim 10 reflects the device, method and 
program as depicted in Claims 1-5 and is rejected along the same rationales. 
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Conclusion 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James H. Blackwell whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 4089. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather R. Herndon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

6. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

James H. Blackwell 
12/07/2005 




